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Will the Classroom be Full or Empty? 

 

We are looking for some new students to fill up the 

classroom for Gonzales Master Gardener Class #6.   

The starting date is set for September 15, 2016 and will go 
through May 17, 2016.  Classes are usually held every other 
Tuesday from 8:30 am until 12:30 pm at the Plantatarium: A 
Center for Exploration (better known as PACE) located at 623 
Fair St. next to Gonzales Elementary School.  This is a great 
opportunity to learn about horticulture and share that 
information through our volunteer program. The MG training 

program committee under the direction of David DeMent has already lined up a great schedule of 
gardening and horticulture educators.  Class assistants this year are Cindy Goins, leader, Melissa 
Watson, Jennifer Hensley, Charlotte Knox, Robbie Cole and mentor, Fran Saliger.  Deadline for 
signing up is September 1, 2015 although late applications will be considered.  Applications are 
available online at www.gonzalesmastergardeners.org and www.gonzales.agrilife.org.  They will also 
be available at the Extension office at 1709 E. Sarah Dewitt and the PACE building at 623 Fair St. 

All current Gonzales Master Gardeners are encouraged  

to recruit a new student for the upcoming class. 

 

 

 

Chemical Warfare in Plants 

(Submitted by Gail Johnson) 

Last month, I wrote about the current state of research on companion plantings and whether current 
science supports the proposition that roses really do love garlic.  Unfortunately, I couldn’t find much 
research to support the premise that planting certain plants next to each other conveys some 
chemical or biological benefit to the plants, but I promised you a follow up article on allelopathy or the 
ability of one plant to wage chemical war on another.  And there’s lots of science behind that. 
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Allelopathy is the ability of one plant to 
chemically inhibit another plant, due to the 
release into the environment of 
substances acting as germination or 
growth inhibitors.  A recent article from the 
University of Florida Extension Service 
reviews the research.  A review of the 
chemical basis for the inhibition is 
complex, involves a number of different 
chemicals produced by the plants and 
(lucky for you!) is outside the scope of 
what we can cover here.  But the 
biological effects can affect many aspects 
of plant ecology, including occurrence, growth, plant succession, the structure of plant communities, 
dominance and plant productivity.  So, chemical warfare between plants can determine what grows 
where, what can grow alongside what, and what grows at all!  Virtually any part of the plant can have 
the ability to produce these chemicals over the course of the growing season.  So, flowers may be the 
assassins during one part of the year and the leaves of the same plant may be the assassin later in 
the year.  Just to keep you on your toes, the flower may use one chemical and the leaf another for the 
inhibiting effect even though they are on the same plant!   

It appears that one of the weapons that invasive plants may have in their arsenal is their ability to 
suppress other plants so that the invasive has an advantage.  Some ecosystems may be dependent 
on certain plants that grow there naturally to inhibit the growth of plants not normally found in that 
ecosystem—sort of a “clique” of plants that won’t let the new guy join. Some plants have the ability to 
inhibit everything around them except their own seedlings.  Stranger yet, some plants, like mesquite 
are reputed to inhibit the germination of their own seeds.  So, you cut down the big mesquite trees in 
your yard because you sure didn’t want more of those only to find that with the mature tree gone, 
about a million mesquite beans germinated!   

The ramifications of all this are pretty interesting.  We all worry about GMO’s.  What if they could 
make a corn plant that inhibited weeds from growing in its field?     

So, can we infer that the reason you have never been able to get that rose to grow in that particular 
spot in your garden isn’t that it doesn’t like the soil, the amount of sun or how much water it’s getting, 
but because it just wouldn’t be caught dead growing next to whatever else you have planted there?  
Well, maybe so! 

Next month, I’ll be writing about an allelopathic effect that you have already heard about but which 
there seems to be a lot of confusion—the reputed toxicity of black walnut trees because of the 
presence of the chemical juglone in their leaves and nuts.  Just to give you a little review, that same 
chemical is present in pecans and hickories.    
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GMG’s First Home Garden Tour 

On June 11, 2016 eleven GMG’s toured the homes of Dee Sengelmann, Pam St. John, Shirley 
Frazier and Fran Saliger.  It was a wonderful tour and exciting to see everyone’s beautiful gardens 
and creative ways of making them special.  Every yard certainly had something differ to offer.  Thanks 
for sharing your homes and gardens with us.   

We hope to do another one in the fall so if you want to be on the tour let Fran Saliger know. 

 

  Dee Sengelmann’s Beautiful 

        Home and Gardens 

 

 

Shirley Frazier’s attractive gardens and pool 
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  Country Living at         
       Fran Saliger’s home 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Pam St. John’s beautiful 
oasis for beauty and 

relaxation 
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Shirley’s creative way to always have her garden tools close to the garden 

 

 

Summertime in the Children’s Garden 

(submitted by Arline Schacherl) 
 
 

Blessings of rain during May and June really produced a huge crop of weeds in and around the raised 

beds at the Children’s Garden.  A work session to remove the weeds and the string grid in each 

raised bed made a pleasing difference in the garden’s appearance.  Starting at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, 

June 23, Master Gardener volunteers Cindy G., Charlotte, Jennifer, Nancy S., Shirley, Arline, Cheryl 

H., and Fran tackled those weeds and grass.  Two and a half hours later the beds looked clean and 

were then planted with seeds for pumpkins, marigolds, and zinnias.  The seeds were compliments of 

Patrick Hodges at Green Acres Nursery during the early days of his close-out sale at the nursery.  

Even though the seeds were out-of-date, there is evidence that there will be many beautiful and 

colorful flowers and hopefully pumpkins for the fall.  Thanks, Fran, for organizing this work session!   

Plans for the coming school year will soon be considered.  Even though there are some changes in 

administration at the primary school campus, we remain hopeful that the Children’s Garden project 

will continue with the first grade classes.  If at all possible, efforts to meet with East Avenue Primary 

administration and first grade teachers before school begins will be accomplished in the next few 

weeks. 

The area around the sign at the Children’s Garden is in need of some landscaping.  At this point 

several MG volunteers have offered ideas and plants for a bed in front of the sign.  David also 

envisions two large concrete planters at either end of the sign.  If you are interested in helping with 

the design, implementation, labor, and maintenance of this bed please let Arline know.  A meeting to 

discuss the new bed will be held at the PACE building on Tuesday, July 21, at 10 a.m.  It will be 

more fun with several heads and pairs of hands working together to showcase this area of the 

Children’s Garden. 

Enjoy the remaining days of summer as we begin making plans for a busy fall gardening season.  
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Annual Tree Sale Meeting 
(Submitted by Fran Saliger) 

 

The 2015-16 Fall Tree Sale committee held a very productive meeting on July 

9, 2015.  We concentrated on the 2015 Fall Fruit Tree Sale.  The types of 

trees to be ordered are peaches, pears, figs, plum, pomegranate, 

persimmons, pecan and two types of grapes.  The varieties of fruit trees to 

order were narrowed down.  Once varieties are determined, an order form will 

be created for the public to pre-order and pre-pay for the trees.  The deadline 

to order will be October 31 with delivery in early December. 

The group is looking into providing an educational program at the start of the sale that will educate 

the public about when and how to plant these trees.  Marketing strategies were also discussed in 

depth. 

Our next meeting will be August 4, 2015 at 10 am in the PACE building.  Come join in the discussion 

and planning.  We will continue with the educational and marketing part of the program and also 

discuss the growing of trees by MGs for the Fall 2016 event.  In the meantime, there are tree pots (5 

X 12” pots) and soil in the GH and storage shed available for growing our own trees.  If you have any 

questions, contact Gail Johnson or Fran Saliger. 

 

 
 
 

Noon Master Gardener Meeting-August 6, 2016 
 

David DeMent will be providing lunch at our regular monthly meeting on Thursday, August 6.  You 
won’t want to miss this one.  It turns out that one of David’s many talents is also cooking a delicious 
yet simple meal.  Bring something, plants or produce or whatever garden related item you have on 
hand, for our door prizes.  These meetings have created a lot of great information and interesting 
topics of discussion.  Hope to see ya’ll next month. 

 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

We need people to sign up for the upcoming lunches provided at our Noon GMG meetings.  
Remember that you are reimbursed for up to $60.00.  The remainder of the year is open after August.  
There is a sign up sheet at PACE or contact Fran.   

 

Volunteer Hours Report for June 2015 
 

June 2015 Monthly Report 
 
Thirteen GMG turned in 74.25 Volunteer hours for the month and 29.5 hours of Continuing Education. 
GMG held their first Garden Tour for Gonzales MGs. Eleven GMGs visited four homes on the tour.    
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Eating What We Grow 
(Submitted by Fran Saliger 

Fresh Tomato Pie 
 
1 9-deep dish pie shell 
7 ripe tomatoes, sliced, skin removed 
2-3 green onions, chopped 
½ C bacon bits 
¾ C mayonnaise 
⅓ C mozzarella cheese, shredded 
⅓ C grated Parmesan cheese 
Salt and Pepper to taste 
Fresh chopped Basil 
 
Preheat oven to 350º.  Prick bottom and sides of pie shell with 
fork.  Bake the pastry shell for 8-10 minutes or until browned.  
Blanch tomatoes in hot water then cold water to remove skins.  
Slice tomatoes and place on paper towel to drain (about 15-20 minutes).  Place tomatoes on bottom 
of baked pie shell, then add green onions and bacon bits.  Salt and pepper to taste.  In medium bowl, 
combine mozzarella, parmesan, and mayonnaise; spread over tomatoes.  Bake at 350º for 20-25 
minutes or until golden brown. Garnish with fresh chopped basil. 
 
Yield: 8 servings 

 
 

Plant of the Month 
(Submitted by Brenda Thompson) 

Firecracker 

Russelia equisetiformis  
Evergreen shrub 
Attributes:  

Attracts hummingbirds, xeriscape, salt tolerant, 
tropical 

Foliage Persistence: evergreen  
Annual or Perennial?:  perennial  
Exposure: full sun  
Flower Color: Red  
Blooming Period: spring, summer, fall, winter 
Height: 3 feet  
Width: 6 feet  
Heat Tolerance: very high 
Water Requirements: low  
Additional Comments: Tolerates a lot of salt spray and salty soil, but not a lot of storm winds.  Half 

hardy tropical plant; protect or expect damage below about 25 degrees F 
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Area Events 
(Submitted by Brenda Thompson)  

 
 

San Antonio: A two-part Earth-Kind Water Conservation Workshop will be held Sat., Jul 11, and 
Sat., Jul 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. each day at the Bexar County Extension Office, 3355 
Cherry Ridge St., Suite #208, San Antonio.  Learn how to make your landscape look better and save 
water, all while having fun!    Topics include: Landscape design for water conservation; Getting the 
most out of your soil; Managing turf to save water and money; Plant selection for beauty and drought-
tolerance; Mulching and other water-conserving practices; Management for a low-maintenance 
landscape; How to install a drip irrigation system; How to identify and fix irrigation problems; 
Rainwater harvesting. CEUs: 8 CEUs. Fee: $40.00 per person / $50 per couple.  Fee includes one 
set of the following materials per registration (individual or couple): Earth-Kind Landscape 
Management Book ($20 value); Rainwater Harvesting Manual ($4.50 value); "Best of Texas" 
landscape plant guide ($10 value); Sprinkler monitoring equipment ($18 value).  Plus, real-world 
expert advice on landscape management.  RSVP to Angel Torres at matorres@ag.tamu.edu , 210 
467-6575. Make check payable to Bexar County Master Gardeners. 
  
Austin: Trisha Shirey, recently featured in the May/June issue of Texas Gardener magazine, will 
present her Top Tips and Favorite Things, Monday, July 13.  Head gardener at Lake Austin Spa 
Resort, Shirey is the author of Vegetable Gardening in the Southwest.  The Austin Organic 
Gardeners' Club meets at the Austin Area Garden Center, 2220 Barton Springs Rd, in Zilker 
Botanical Gardens . Doors open at 6:30 pm for the opportunity to meet, mingle, and ask questions 
with local  gardeners; club business begins at 7 pm, followed by our guest speaker's presentation.  
For more information, visit www.austinorganicgardeners.org . 
 
San Antonio: Summer Camps for Kiddos, Grands, Nieces, Nephews: Art in the Garden for Ages 5-8 
yrs, Jul 16, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at 3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 208, San Antonio.  Learn about 
plants, insects, and other garden life while creating art for your garden(s ). Cost: $20 per child.  For 
more information and to register email Ruby Zavala at Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu. 

Austin: Pond Basics – the Big, Bad and Beautiful">Pond Basics – the Big, Bad and Beautiful.  July 
18, 2015 @ 10:00 am – 12:00 pm,Zilker Botanical Garden 
2220 Barton Springs Road,Austin, TX 78746. Come learn about the steps of building a pond in your 
backyard and the best tips for success. Jeannie Farrier, Austin Pond Society Board Member and 
2014 President, and also a retired teacher, has had ponds for over a decade.  Her most recent pond 
holds 10,000 gallons.Seminar is Free. Zilker park entrance fee is $2 per adult, $1 per child (ages 3-
12) or seniors (age 62 & over), $3 for non-Austin Residents. CONTACT: Daphne Richards, 512-854-
9600 for more information. 

Victoria: Victoria County Master Gardener Association will hold its 2015 Summer Symposium, 
Thursday, July 23 at Victoria Educational Gardens, 283 Bachelor Dr., Victoria.  VEG is located 
across from Victoria Regional Airport control tower.  The event will be held starting at 8 a.m. with 
registration and conclude at 2 p.m. Speakers will be Texas A&M AgriLife Extension horticulturist Dr. 
H. Brent Pemberton, internationally known speaker Gaye Hammond and Texas Rose Society 
chairman Audrey McMurray. Registration is $25 at the door.  Early registration ends July 20 and is 
$20.  To obtain registration form, go to vcmga.org.  For more information telephone 361-575-4581. 
 

mailto:matorres@ag.tamu.edu
http://www.austinorganicgardeners.org/
mailto:Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/travis/event/pond-basics-the-big-bad-and-beautiful/
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San Antonio: A two-part Earth-Kind Water Conservation Workshop will be held Sat., Jul 11, and 
Sat., Jul 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. each day at the Bexar County Extension Office, 3355 
Cherry Ridge St., Suite #208, San Antonio.  Learn how to make your landscape look better and save 
water, all while having fun!    Topics include: Landscape design for water conservation; Getting the 
most out of your soil; Managing turf to save water and money; Plant selection for beauty and drought-
tolerance; Mulching and other water-conserving practices; Management for a low-maintenance 
landscape; How to install a drip irrigation system; How to identify and fix irrigation problems; 
Rainwater harvesting. CEUs: 8 CEUs. Fee: $40.00 per person / $50 per couple.  Fee includes one 
set of the following materials per registration (individual or couple): Earth-Kind Landscape 
Management Book ($20 value); Rainwater Harvesting Manual ($4.50 value); "Best of Texas" 
landscape plant guide ($10 value); Sprinkler monitoring equipment ($18 value).  Plus, real-world 
expert advice on landscape management.  RSVP to Angel Torres at matorres@ag.tamu.edu , 210 
467-6575. Make check payable to Bexar County Master Gardeners. 
 
Austin: Backyard Basics Fall Series.  10 a.m. to noon.  AgriLife Extension office, 1600-B Smith 
Road, Austin.  Backyard Basics, offered by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in Travis County, 
will provide consumers, backyard gardeners, homemakers, educators and farmers a “do-it-yourself” 
learning opportunity on raising chickens for home egg production, implementing integrated pest 
management principles, starting new plants from cuttings, and growing edible plants with ornamental 
potential. 
August 6 – Backyard Chickens 
September 10 – Natural Pest Control 
October 8 – Plant Propagation 
November 12 – Bold and Beautiful Edibles 
 
Cost: $10 for early registration, $15 late and onsite, No cash accepted-checks & credit cards only. 
Register: https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/TravisCounty 
Register by Phone: 979-845-2604 
Contact: Sue Carrasco, 512-854-9610 or sacarrasco@ag.tamu.edu.  Details on the 
blog:  http://centraltexashorticulture.blogspot.com/2015/06/backyard-basics-fall-series.html 
 
San Antonio: SAVE THE DATE:  OCTOBER 17, 2015 
24th Annual San Antonio Herb Market again this year at the Historic Pearl Brewery! 
9:00am - 3:00pm   Let's Celebrate the Herb of The Year - - Savory!  
 

Austin Area Events-for more events in the Austin Area, go to 
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/travis/ 

San Antonio, Texas- for events in the San Antonio area got to 

http://www.bexarcountymastergardeners.org 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:matorres@ag.tamu.edu
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/travis/2015/06/backyard-basics-fall-series/
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/TravisCounty
mailto:sacarrasco@ag.tamu.edu
http://centraltexashorticulture.blogspot.com/2015/06/backyard-basics-fall-series.html
http://www.bexarcountymastergardeners.org/
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DATES TO REMEMBER: (Check elsewhere in newsletter for details) 

Place in a handy place to keep up to date on GMG events 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings/classes are at 

 623 N. Fair Street (Plantatarium: A Center for Exploration) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

July    12 13 14 15 16 17 
WIC Garden 
11 AM 

18 

19 20 21 
Children’s 
Garden 
Landscape 
mtg. 10 am 

22 23 24 
WIC Garden 
11 AM 

25 

26 27 28 29 30 
Board Mtg. 
9:30 am 

31 
WIC Garden 
11 AM 
Volunteer 
Hours Due 

AUGUST 
1 

2 3 4 
Tree Sale 
Mtg. 10 am 
 

5 6 
GMG 
Lunch/Noon 
mtg. 

7 
WIC Garden 
11 AM 
 

8 
 

9 10 
Newsletter 
Articles Due 

11 12 13 
 

14 
WIC Garden 
11 AM 
 

15 

 
 
 
PACE: 623 N. Fair Street-next to Gonzales Elementary School 
Children’s Garden: Corner of Moore and St. Lawrence St-next to Eggleston House 
WIC Garden: 628 St. George Street 
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Editors:               Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office  

Fran Saliger           1709 E. Sarah DeWitt Drive 

fsaliger@gvec.net                                                Gonzales, TX 78629 
Gail Johnson      Phone: 830-672-8531 
redolentday@gmail.com    Fax:     830-672-8532 

E-mail: gonzales@ag.tamu.edu 
 

Web pages:   

 http://gonzalesmastergardeners.org  
 

http://gonzales.agrilife.org 
 

 
       
 

                   

                                                               

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.  

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas cooperating.  

Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodations in order to participate in this meeting are 

encouraged to contact the County Extension Office at 830-672-8531 to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.  The 

information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 

understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Texas A & M AgriLife Extension 
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