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Gardening Activities for December
(Submitted by Fran Saliger)

Plant shallots and green onions for spring harvest. Be ready to cover cold hardy vegetables in the
event of a hard freeze and uncover during the day to allow the sun to warm the plans and the soil.
Control winter weeds by removing or cover with a heavy mulch. Some good mulches include pine
straw, hardwood shavings, pine bark, leaves, and grass clippings, cottonseed hulls and hay or straw.
Late in the month, start tomato seeds for the spring garden. As they grow, pot them in bigger
containers until ready to set out in the garden.
There is still time to plant cool-season plants for color in the flowerbed. Pansies, violas, dusty miller,
sweet alyssum, stocks, and ornamental kale/cabbage can still be planted, although they may not
show much growth until warmer days appear. Apply a water-soluble, high-nitrogen fertilizer each
time you water to keep plants growing actively during warm spells.
Perennials that have been damaged by a hard freeze can be cut back to 2-3 inches, but will need a
heavy layer of mulch to protect them. Ornamental grasses can be pruned back to 6-12 inches
depending on the size. If you don’t mind the “dead look” leave it be until February and then prune
back.
According to Dr. William Welch, TAMU horticulture professor, garden roses require very little cold
weather to satisfy their dormancy requirements. It is possible to successfully grow roses in all parts
of Texas. They are best transplanted during the winter from late December through February. Many
garden centers order bare root plants for delivery in December and January. Immediately upon
arrival, these plants are potted in containers. This method allows the planting season to be extended
later into the spring. Most rosarians like to set out new plants during January and February so that
the root systems can be well established before the hot weather arrives. Roses need to harden off
during the winter so do not prune back roses until the middle of February. Leaving some rose hips on
the plant tells the plant to quit producing blooms and take a rest.
December is still a great time to plant trees and shrubs. This will give them time to develop good
roots in order to survive the stressful summertime heat. Apply a liquid root stimulator monthly for the
first year if plants were balled-and-burlapped or bare rooted. Just remember to water them during dry
spells. Now is a great time to spread aged manure around your trees and shrubs and cover with a
layer of leaves. This will decompose over the winter, releasing their nutrients to the soil and roots
giving them a head start for spring and summer growth. Remember, plants need food just as much
as humans do in order grow strong and healthy.
Keep fall leaves off the ground by raking or mulching back into the turf. Those lawn areas struggling
with a lack of light beneath a deciduous tree will get a chance to gather a little sunlight in the winter
due to the leafless tree. Wait until late winter to shear back groundcovers. Now is a good time to
transition turf areas that do not perform well to groundcovers. Add some compost and dig in, but wait
until spring to plant groundcovers.

Prune trees in the winter months. Remove dead or damaged branches and branches that are too
low. Do not destroy the crape myrtles by topping off. It destroys the plants natural shape and delays
blooming by five or six weeks. If it is too tall or too wide, remove or relocate it and replace with
something smaller.
Prune your fruit trees. Peaches and plums require the most pruning. Remove vertical shoots as you
maintain a strong bowl-shaped form (10-12 feet tall and 15-18 feet wide). Little or no pruning will be
required for pecans, pears, pomegranates, figs and persimmons, except to remove dead or damaged
branches.
Poinsettias and Christmas cactus make great indoor decorations for the holiday but remember to
water them. Keep them wet but not soggy and move them to brightly lit areas when you can to
prolong the bloom time.

This is the third year for this poinsettia
to bloom on the southeast side of the
house that is protected from the North
wind.
Photo submitted by Fran Saliger

NOTE: Please let me know if you are enjoying this added feature to the newsletter or ways to
improve this feature. Thanks, Fran

Gonzales Master Gardeners Project Updates
Children’s Garden Happenings
(Submitted by Arline Schacherl)

Colder temperatures are now part of the garden scene. The colorful zinnias and marigolds of the
summer and fall have now turned various shades of brown as the plants formed their seeds. Most
likely there will be more to sprout next spring because the recent rains and wind have surely spread
those seeds in many directions. Now it’s time to remove the old plants. This is a busy time of year
but pulling out those old plants and possibly weeds as well would be a nice Christmas present for the
Children’s Garden. Following the Reading Carnival at Gonzales Elementary on Wednesday,
December 14, I plan to be at the garden by 11 a.m. for a plant/weed pulling party. If you are
available, I invite you to join me.
The Children’s Garden project with first grade students will kick off in January. At least eight MG
volunteers will be needed for each session described below. Please contact Arline either by email
(ajrinehart@gvtc.com) or phone (830-857-0134) to volunteer. Be sure to indicate for which session(s)
you plan to volunteer.
Two twenty-minute classroom sessions at East Avenue Primary located at 1615 St. Louis Street are
scheduled with MG volunteers leading; sessions begin at 9 a.m. Prior to the first session teachers
are asked to have students divided into four teams; students should select their team name.
Session #1 in the classroom is scheduled for Thursday, January 12, 2017 (alternate date Thursday,
January 19). During this session a MG volunteer reads The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle to the class.
Students write their names on wooden egg-shaped markers for the raised beds. Afterwards teachers
are encouraged to help students create plant markers for the seeds they will plant in the garden.
Session #2 in the classroom is scheduled for Thursday, January 26, 2017 (alternate date Thursday,
February 2). MG volunteer shows students the inside of a seed using the overhead projector. A lima
bean experiment will be left with each class so students can see the development of the seeds as
they germinate. Master copy of “Inside a Seed” booklet will be left with each teacher to use as
students explore the seeds’ development. Student-designed plant markers are picked up by MG
volunteer.
Session #3 is planting day at the garden; Thursday, February 23, 2017 is the scheduled date
(alternate date Thursday, March 2). Beginning at noon two first grade classes arrive at the garden
every twenty minutes to plant seeds for 2 root crops (radishes, carrots) and 2 leaf crops (lettuce,
spinach). Each of the four teams in a class will work with one MG volunteer to plant on one-half of a
raised bed, which will be designated with the student names on the egg-shaped marker. Students
place their plant markers near the planted seeds.
Session #4--visiting day at the garden is scheduled for Thursday, March 23, 2017 (alternate date
Thursday, March 30). Beginning at noon two classes arrive every twenty minutes to check the

progress/growth of the different crops, notice the difference in the leaves of the plants, observe any
variations between the beds, and possibly harvest anything that might be ready.
Session #5—harvesting the garden is scheduled for Thursday, April 20, 2017 (alternate date
Thursday, April 27). Beginning at noon two classes arrive every twenty minutes to harvest the
produce. Each team of students will work with one MG volunteer. Produce will be divided among
students at the garden to take home.
It will be another busy spring semester with first graders learning about seeds and planting them and
then watching them grow and produce food to eat. Come and join in the fun!

Second Grade Class Sessions
The Second Grade Classes will be meeting with Dee Sengelmann’s team on Thursday, December
15 from 8 am until 2:30 pm. Second graders from East Avenue will meet at the PACE building for the
second session for their study on the Parts of the Plant. Contact Dee for more information. As
always, volunteers are needed.

Third Grade Black Walnut Restoration Project

Donna Bell and her team of volunteers presented an updated version of Conservation and Natural
Resources to the third graders from Gonzales Elementary School on Thursday, December 8, 2016.
This is the first year for Donna to lead this program and she did a wonderful job of presenting the
information about the Black Walnut tree, its history and how to conserve a natural resource in our
community.

Dwight Sexton, Gonzales AgriLife Extension agent, was present to show and tell the children about
the age of a tree. Everyone enjoyed the demonstration as well as the cute skit about Peter’s (Arline
Schacherl) natural resource project with the help of Annie (Carolyn Parratt) and the Professor (Dee
Sengelmann). It was a bit cold and windy, but approximately 230 third graders came to PACE to
learn and plant the seeds collected earlier by GMGs. Thanks to David who prepared the seeds for
planting. The tree pots are now in their space on the south side of the Greenhouse and will be
watered as needed. The goal is to get these trees on a drip line to conserve water and keep “Lake
PACE” from filling and overflowing to the nearby grounds! We can look forward to another successful
planting of Black Walnut Trees for Gonzales County.

Successful Fall Tree Sale

Our first Fall Tree Sale on Saturday, November 19, 2016 on Texas Heroes Square in downtown
Gonzales was a great success. Thanks to Donna Bell’s leadership and everyone who helped in
organizing this event, we raised some necessary funds for our projects as well as educating the
public about when and what to plant in the way of trees for Gonzales County. Mike Ohlhavsen did a
great job of gathering information about how to plant trees. He also had specific information on the
various varieties we had available for purchase. Thanks again to the Gonzales High School Anchor
Club for helping load up trees for our customers. The event will be bigger and better next year as we,
GMG, learned so much in the process. If you have any comments about the sale, please direct them
to Donna Bell to help the committee in their evaluation process.

Master Gardener Home Fruit Specialist
Southern Texas Training Program
The Gonzales Master Gardeners are excited to host the first Master Gardener Home Fruit Specialist
– Southern Texas Training Program on February 9 & 10, 2017. Since the climate in Texas is so

diverse, this program will focus on fruit in the Southern half of the state (USDA Zone 8b and warmer).
Chaired by Monte Nesbitt, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Specialist, the course will offer an intensive
training with a broad overview of fruit growing in Texas. The Gonzales Master Gardeners have made
special arrangements for accommodations for participants traveling from out of town. Deadline for
registration is January 3, 2017 and limited to 35 registrants.
For complete information go to http://txmg.org/training10/training5/specialist/
Or call the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension-Gonzales County Office (830-672-8531) or MG Gail
Johnson (830-49101996) or Jacky DuCote (713-824-2558).

SPRING PLANT SALE MARCH 25, 2017

The date is set for March 25, 2017 on Texas Heroes Square in downtown Gonzales, Texas. We had
our first organization on November 29, 2016 to plan for the spring plant sale. Subcommittees were
formed but as you can see, there are a few places that still need to be filled. They are as follows:
 Chair: Fran Saliger
 Budget: Nick Wentworth
 Marketing and Publicity: ___________________________
 Event Signage: Charlotte Knox
 Plant Procurement: Shirley Frazier and Fran Saliger
 Plant Identification: Cheryl Hillman
 Silent Auction: Melissa Watson and Arline Schacherl
 Children’s Booth:___________________________________
 Food booth (providing food for MG’s only): _________________________
 Vendors: Shirley Frazier
 Grow Team Leaders:
 Herbs: Dee Sengelmann
 Vegetables: Sandy Llewellyn
 Perennials/Natives: Fran Saliger
 Houseplants/Tropicals: Shirley Frazier
 Annuals: ______________________
 Trees: Donna Bell
 Succulents: Shirley Frazier

Please considered helping in the areas needed. It takes everyone’s participation to make the plant
sale a success and I know you can be counted upon. Please contact Fran if you would be willing to
take on the leadership of any of these subcommittees.
Some new ideas were discussed. If you have any comments about how to improve the SPS, please
contact a committee member or Fran. And keep growing those plants for the sale. Contact a Grow
Team leader if you need any supplies or have questions.
Thanks everyone

NOON LUNCH MEETING
Let’s all be at our next GMG noon lunch meeting on January 5, 2017 to welcome your new board of
officers. Carolyn Wilkerson and Jacky DuCote will be hosting the lunch. Bring something for a door
prize.

Plant of the Month
(Submitted by Brenda Thompson)

Verbena - Almond
Sweet Almond Verbena (Aloysia virgata)
The long white spires of this intensely fragrant
ever bloomer will delight your senses. It is one
of the sweetest flowers you’ll come across.
This member of the Verbenaceae family is also
known as the Incense Bush. When grown
outside in a container for the summer garden,
bees and butterflies will reward you with their
presence. This is the most beneficial insectattracting plant I have ever grown. The
fragrance is wonderful.
LOCATION: It thrives in full sun but can adapt to partial shade. In the US, it grows from Missouri
south and does particularly well in California and Texas.
HABIT: Large deciduous woody shrub or perennial for full sun to light shade. Spikes of white blooms
all summer. Strongly resembles Buddleia. Mostly evergreen, with fine-textured gray-green foliage.
Height 10' – 15'. Spread 8' – 10'.

CULTURE: Few if any disease and insect pest problems. Easy to grow in well-drained beds in most
soils. It has low water and fertilization requirements. Prune between bloom cycles for dense growth.
Hardiness zone 8 – 11. Prune away dead wood early in spring at bud swell.

Area Events
(Submitted by Brenda Thompson)

Waco: The BIG Conference, an informative day on horticulture, will be held December 13, at the
Extraco Events Center, 4601 Bosque Blvd, Waco. The event is sponsored by the Bell County Master
Gardeners and the Williamson County Horticulture Committee. Willie Durham will speak on "What We
Know About Soil Health"; Dr. Justin Schneider will talk about "Grapes in North Texas"; Dr. Sujata
Sirsat will discuss "Safer Salads"; and Charles Swanson will discuss "Trouble Shooting Irrigation
Systems." Dr. Kevin Ong will cover "Plant Pathology Winter 2016 and Tim Hartman will cover
"Organics vs Traditional fertilizer." At 6:00 p.m. Jerry Hayes, Capstone Speaker, will talk about
"Protecting Pollinators." Registration Fees: $ 20.00, which includes a delicious lunch. Registration
opens at 8:00 a.m., the program starts at 8:45 a.m. For additional information, contact Carol Wood at
cmwood@aggienetwork.com.
Hempstead: Peckerwood Garden presents Evening at Peckerwood Lecture Series: Friday,
December 16, 7 p.m.-9 p.m., 20559 FM 359 Rd. Hempstead. Topics will include various aspects of
horticulture, botany, garden design, plant collecting adventures, conservation and many other related
fields of interest. Wine and refreshments provided. $10 admission and parking. $5 for members. For
more info, visit http://www.peckerwoodgarden.org/explore/visit-peckerwood-garden/ or
info@peckerwoodgarden.org.
Hempstead: Peckerwood Garden presents Peckerwood Garden Open Day: Saturday, December
24, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 20559 FM 359 Rd. Hempstead. Visitors enjoy 1-hour guided tours of the garden
led by knowledgeable docents. Guided tours are offered approximately every 30 minutes, leaving
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Purchase Tickets. $10 admission and parking, Free for members. For
more info, visit http://www.peckerwoodgarden.org/explore/visit-peckerwood-garden/ or
info@peckerwoodgarden.org.
Hempstead: Peckerwood Garden presents Peckerwood Insider's Tours: Saturday, January 7, 10
am., 20559 FM 359 Rd. Hempstead. Pre-Registration Required. Tours will highlight a focused
subject each month, ranging from Peckerwood's specific plant groups, garden design strategies,
seasonal interest and more. Attendees will have the rare opportunity to see sections of the garden
never visited during the general tours as we explore "Early Interest Winter Plants." $15 admission
and parking, Free for members. For more info, visit http://www.peckerwoodgarden.org/explore/visitpeckerwood-garden/ or info@peckerwoodgarden.org.
Hempstead: Peckerwood Garden presents Evening at Peckerwood Lecture Series: Friday, January
16, 7 p.m.-9 p.m., 20559 FM 359 Rd. Hempstead. Topics will include various aspects of horticulture,
botany, garden design, plant collecting adventures, conservation and many other related fields of
interest. Wine and refreshments provided. $10 admission and parking, $5 for members. For more

info, visit http://www.peckerwoodgarden.org/explore/visit-peckerwood-garden/ or
info@peckerwoodgarden.org.
Hempstead: Peckerwood Garden presents Peckerwood Garden Open Day: Saturday, January 28,
10 a.m.-3 p.m., 20559 FM 359 Rd. Hempstead. Visitors enjoy 1-hour guided tours of the garden led
by knowledgeable docents. Guided tours are offered approximately every 30 minutes, leaving
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Purchase Tickets. $10 admission and parking, Free for members. For
more info, visit http://www.peckerwoodgarden.org/explore/visit-peckerwood-garden/ or
info@peckerwoodgarden.org.
New Braunfels: 6th Annual Spring Seminar 2017. Friday, February 17, 2017, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.
Texas Heirlooms and Superstars. Speakers include Greg Grant, Florence Oxley, David Rodriguez,
and Cameron Campbell. Contact for more information and registration form:
http://txmg.org/comal/events/seminar
Check out www.txmg.org for events around the state
New Braunfels area: http://txmg.org/comal/events
Austin Area: http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/travis/
San Antonio, Texas- http://www.bexarcountymastergardeners.org

Remember When……

GMG Spotted in the Gonzales Annual Lighted Christmas Parade,
December 2, 2016

Arline Schacherl

Robbie Cole and Shirley Frazier

Carolyn Parratt

DATES TO REMEMBER: (Check elsewhere in newsletter for details)
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings/classes are at
623 N. Fair Street (Plantatarium: A Center for Exploration-aka PACE)
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PACE: 623 N. Fair Street-next to Gonzales Elementary School
Children’s Garden: Corner of Moore and St. Louis St.-next to Eggleston House

Editors:

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office

Fran Saliger
fsaliger@gvec.net
Charlotte Knox
lotteknox@aol.com

1709 E. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629
Phone: 830-672-8531
Fax:
830-672-8532
E-mail: gonzales@ag.tamu.edu
Web pages:
http://gonzalesmastergardeners.org
http://gonzales.agrilife.org
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