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It was a near perfect day. Not too hot, not too cold and very pleasant! Texas Heroes Square was
stocked with plants, Master Gardeners and young volunteers! And our loyal customers came in
droves!
What a great time we had! Of all the things we love doing, it’s talking to our public about plants and
sharing knowledge with them. We have folks
who come to get a specific thing, folks who just
drop by, and folks who come with pictures of
unplanted areas that they need help with. We
had a gentleman who told us his wife sent him
over and said, “Buy herbs.” He wasn’t sure
what that required but we were happy to send
him home with a good basic herb garden. We
get to share new tastes, new smells and new
textures and talk about the work that we do as
Master Gardeners. Our public gets a fun
event, great plants and good prices. We hope

we are able to share something new with them. Vegetables nearly sold out. Not only did we have
the very best popular tomato hybrids, but Mike had a great pictorial guide to introduce some old
heritage varieties to the public. The peppers flew out of the square. The perennials and natives were
big favorites and the new fruit tree section had only three trees left after the sale. The silent auction
had a great day.
In all, it was our best plant sale ever. We made the money needed to continue our programs. Our
members turned out in force with just a few of us that had colds, or family emergencies. With the
careful written instructions from our fearless leader Fran (out on injured reserve), Robbie took
command of the logistics and Shirley marshalled the square. The line of trailers to load out the
greenhouse wrapped all the way around the drive at one point and the members on the square kept
up with trailers as they arrived. Despite not being able to set up to the extent that we usually do
because of high winds on Friday, we were ready at opening. And then, when it is over, the
breakdown is as amazing as the set up. If you drive by the square an hour after closing, it’s like we
were never even there.
Yes, it’s a lot of work. But it has to be the most fun thing we do every year! Thank you, Master
Gardeners, Anchor Club Volunteers, Extension Staff and everyone who helped.
Photo credits to Carolyn Parratt, Jo & Renee Swiger

Thanks to the Anchor Club Students who come
out to help each year. Great Job!!

NEW: “The Buzz” blog by Cindy Goins
Check out the Website’s new addition, Cindy’s great new blog,
The Buzz. You can catch up on things you missed and see
what’s coming up next. You can reach The Buzz from the button
at the bottom of the page, The Buzz, or on the drop down under
Home.
Keep up with what’s happening by looking at the calendar.
Submit news articles to Gail Johnson and/or Jo Swiger, web
masters!

Class Field Trip Scheduled
The MG Training class will be going on a Field Trip to Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas this coming
Tuesday, April 19, 2016. If you want to car pool be at PACE by
8:00 am. Otherwise meet at the entrance by 9:30 am. The
grounds should be beautiful this time of the year and a guided
tour by Deedy Wright will make it worthwhile. Afterwards, spend
time in the gift shop or eating at the café on the grounds.
Admission if you
are not a student
is $10.00.

First Grade Children’s Garden Harvest
First grade students are scheduled to harvest vegetables on Thursday, April 28, beginning at noon
until 2:00 pm. For the most part the veggies are growing nicely except for the lettuce. Let Arline know
if you can help with harvest. It takes 8-10 MGs to help the children with their harvest.

GMG’s Member Meeting
Our next monthly meeting is on May 5 starting at NOON with lunch provided by Shirley and Joyce.
We look forward to seeing everyone. Bring a door prize for the fun part of the meeting.

Greenhouse Workday
Shirley Frazier will be at the Greenhouse on Monday, April 18, 2016 starting at 9:30 am to plant the
fig trees and Grapevines that have been rooting for the past two months. All are encouraged to
attend. There is also a need to tidy up (aka-pull weeds) around the building and flower beds.

Garden Problem Guide
Symptoms
Dying young plants

Possible causes
Fertilizer burn
Disease (damping
off)

Stunted plants, pale to yellow Low soil fertility
Poor soil drainage
Shallow or
compacted soil
Insects or diseases
Nematodes

Possible cures
Mix fertilizer thoroughly with soil
Use treated seed
Soil test for fertilizer
Add organic matter
Work soil deeper
Identify and use control measures
Use approved chemicals

Stunted plants,
purplish color

Low temperature
Plant at recommended time
Lack of phosphorus Add phosphorus fertilizer

Holes in leaves

Insects
Hail

Spots, molds, darkened areas
Disease
on leaves and stems
Chemical burn
Fertilizer burn

Identify and use control measures
Be thankful it was not worse
Identify, spray or dust; use recommended rate
and time
Use recommended chemicals at recommended
rate and time
Keep fertilizer off plants

Wilting plants

Dry soil
Irrigate if possible
Excess soil moisture Avoid over-watering
Disease
Use resistant varieties if possible

Weak, spindly plants

Too much shade
Plants too thick
Too much nitrogen

Move garden to sunny area
Seed at recommended rate
Avoid excessive fertilization

Improper
temperatures

Plant at recommended time

Failure to set fruit

Too much nitrogen
Insects
Tomato leaf curl

Heavy pruning in hot
Do not prune; use cages
weather

Dry brown to black
Low soil calcium
rot on blossom end of tomato Extremely dry soil
Misshapen tomatoes
(catfacing)

Avoid excessive fertilization
Identify and use control measures

Add gypsum
Irrigate and mulch

Cool weather during
Plant at recommended time
blooming

Abnormal leaves and growth 2,4-D weed killer
Virus disease

Do not use sprayer that has, previously applied
2,4-D; do not allow spray to drift to garden
Remove infected plants to prevent spreading;
control insects that transmit

Reprinted from www.organiclifestyles.tamu.edu

Plant of the Month
(Submitted by Brenda Thompson)

St. Joseph’s Lily or Hardy Amaryllis
St. Joseph’s Lily or Hardy Amaryllis were growing at our house when we bought it years ago. They
were planted at the side of the garage in hot afternoon sun but bloomed without watering or being
tended to. That Is, until our Great Pyrenes dog dug up every bulb so she would have a good place to
sleep. I finally transplanted some to a shadier area under our oak trees. After our sweet dog passed
away, some of the bulbs in the original spot came up again. Plants in both locations come up every
year and bloom. They get little, if any watering, other than the rain. I do not fertilize them. The only
pest problem I have is snails that love to eat the leaves and buds. These are great pass-along plants
and multiply each year.

Area Events
(Submitted by Brenda Thompson)

Houston: "Roses on Fortuniana Rootstock" will be the topic of the Houston Rose Society meeting,
Thursday, April 14, at 7:30 p.m. at the Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion, 1500 Hermann Drive,
Houston. Park in Lot C, located at Hermann Drive and Crawford Street. Don Adlong will present this
program. Don is an ARS District Director and consulting rosarian. He grows 450 roses of all types in
his garden. The program will discuss why Rosa Fortuniana is used as a rootstock, how this can
benefit rose growers in Houston, special care for these roses, and the most popular roses available
on Fortuniana root stock. Free admission. For additional information, visit
http://www.houstonrose.org
San Antonio: On April 14, the San Antonio Herb Society will present a demonstration of herbal teas
by Herb Society member Diane Lewis. This will be held at the San Antonio Garden Center, 3310 N.
New Braunfels, San Antonio from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Admission is free and the public is welcome.
For more information, visit www.sanantonioherbs.org.
Seabrook: Harris County Master Gardeners at Precinct 2 present Ed Drier, Harris County Master
Gardener, speaking on Growing Herbs in the Gulf Coast Region, 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. April 14, at
Clear Lake Meeting Room, 5001Nasa Parkway, Seabrook. For more information, visit
https://hcmga.tamu.edu.
Austin: East Austin Garden Fair: A Passion for Plants will be held 9a.m. 2 p.m.,Saturday, April 16, at
Parque Zaragoza Recreation Center, 2608 Gonzales Street,Austin. Ask the experts and get garden
ideas. Lots of Kid-friendly activities! Free admission; free plants; free garden books, magazines,
seed catalogs and plastic garden buckets; free soil screening for food gardeners - bring a 2-cup soil
sample in a quart zip lock bag. Free and open to the public, this fun, hands-on fair involves
community members in creative, low-cost ways to grow vegetables, herbs and fruit to improve the
family diet as well as information about Earth-Kind landscaping. Travis County Master Gardeners
offer University-based information to fairgoers on a diverse variety of horticulture topics, while
Community Partner Organizations provide information on closely related services, programs, and
projects. The fair features an assortment of DIY and demonstration activities, including building a
rain barrel, raised bed or compost bin, and information about water wise irrigation methods and
gardening in containers and straw bales. Learn how to care for house plants as well as your garden
tools! Booths on backyard chickens and beekeeping are a big hit with all ages and there will be
plenty of activities for kids. For more information, call 512-854-9600 or visit http://aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu/travis/local-extension-resources/east-austin-garden-fair/.

Houston: Houston Rose Society Spring Rose Show will be held Saturday, April 16, at Memorial City
Mall, 1-4 p.m. Use the entrance near Dillards. See roses grown by expert exhibitors. Free to the
public. For additional information, visit http://www.houstonrose.org
San Antonio: "Annual Grafting Seminar" will be presented April16, 9 a.m. to noon, at Fanick's
Garden Center Inc., 1025 Holmgreen Rd, San Antonio. Dr. Larry Stein from the AgriLife Extension
Service will demonstrate how and why fruit, nut, and citrus trees are grafted. Learn all the different
grafting techniques such as inlay, four flap, cleft, and approach grafts, and some of the budding
techniques such as chip budding and t-budding. Also, learn about the overall care of fruit, nut, and
citrus trees before and after grafting them. This seminar is very popular so arrive early for best
parking and seating. Seminar is free. 3 CEUs for MGs. For more information, visit Fanick's website:
http://www.fanicknursery.com/Upcoming%20Events.htm.
San Antonio: Ecological Landscaping, a BCMG Educational Seminar, will be presented 1-3:30 p.m.,
April 21, at Texas AgriLife Extension Office, 3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., Suite 208, San Antonio. 2
CEUs. Free. Mary Irish will talk about ecological landscaping. Learn how to create attractive
landscape by using difficult features. For example, if you have an area where water collects after a
rain, why not include a rain garden and make it an asset rather than detraction. Mary is well known
for her work at the Arizona
Botanical Garden and her expertise on plants that grow in the heat. She has written five books on
gardening and will have books available for signing. In addition, her husband Gary may bring some
of his artwork, which showcases Texas plants, for sale.
San Antonio: Apr 21-23, 2016 9am - 5pm San Antonio Cactus & Xerophyte Society Annual Show &
Sale, San Antonio Garden Center, 3310 North New Braunfels Avenue, San Antonio, TX 78209. Join
us and enjoy what we have to offer the cactus and succulent enthusiast. Unusual and landscape
succulent plant auction will be held at 2:00 PM Friday& Saturday. For more information, visit
http://sacxs.org, or contact Marty Ruona, SACXS 2015 President at marty@rhinamic.com or 210863-5657.
Houston: Houston Rose Society Rose Garden Tour will be held Saturday, April 23, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tickets on sale at HEB for $5 a person. See four spectacular gardens in Bellaire and River Oaks.
For additional information, visit http://www.houstonrose.org.
Pasadena: Harris County Master Gardener Perennial and Pepper Sale will be held Saturday, April
23, at Campbell Hall, Pasadena Fairgrounds, 7600 Red Bluff, Pasadena. Overview of Perennials by
Heidi Sheesley, owner of Treesearch Farms. Sale hours 9 a.m.-1p.m. For additional information,
visit https://hcmga.tamu.edu .
Canyon Lake: The NPSOT, Lindheimer Chapter, will be sponsoring the "Native Landscape
Certification Program, Level 1: Introduction to Native Landscapes," to be held on April 30, from 8

a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Tye Preston Memorial Library, Canyon Lake. The course will focus on the value
of including and preserving native plants in landscapes. The classroom and outdoor sessions will
cover 45 native plants to use in landscaping and 5 exotic invasive plants to avoid. Students
graduating with a Certificates of Completion or Competency may progress to Level 2 or 3. The cost
of the program is $37 for members and non-members alike. To register, visit http:/npsot.org/wp/nlcp
and click on register beside the Lindheimer class. For additional information, about registration,
contact Meg Inglis, NLCP Coordinator, meg.inglis@npsot.org or 512-589-1316. For additional
information about the class, contact Sara Riggs, Class Coordinator, Riggs_571@msn.com or 512236-8571.
San Antonio: "Earthkind Gardening Practices" will be presented at the BCMG General Meeting, 68:30 p.m., Thursday, May 26, 3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 208, San Antonio. The Bexar County Master
Gardeners (BCMG) meeting begins with a social time at 6 p.m. followed by a special, free
presentation at 6:30 p.m. 1.5 CEUs for MGs. David Rodriguez, AgriLife Extension Service, will
combine the best of organic gardening with the best of traditional gardening and include elements of
Integrated Pest Management.

2016 Texas MG State Conference.
Myers Park and Event Center, 7117 County Road 166, McKinney, TX 75071
May 17, 2016 @ 8:00 am - May 19, 2016 @ 5:00 pm.
http://www.ccmgatx.org/txmg2016
Is anyone interested in going to this event?
GMG have submitted several applications for the 2015 Awards Program.

Austin Area Events-for more events in the Austin Area, go to
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/travis/
San Antonio, Texas- for events in the San Antonio area go to
http://www.bexarcountymastergardeners.org

DATES TO REMEMBER: (Check elsewhere in newsletter for details)
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings/classes are at
623 N. Fair Street (Plantatarium: A Center for Exploration-(aka PACE)
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PACE: 623 N. Fair Street-next to Gonzales Elementary School
Children’s Garden: Corner of Moore and St. Louis St.-next to Eggleston House

Editors:

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office

Fran Saliger
fsaliger@gvec.net
Charlotte Knox
lotteknox@aol.com

1709 E. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629
Phone: 830-672-8531
Fax:
830-672-8532
E-mail: gonzales@ag.tamu.edu
Web pages:
http://gonzalesmastergardeners.org
http://gonzales.agrilife.org
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