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The Annual Spring Plant Sale has come and gone.  What a great time everyone had setting 

up and selling plants!  The weather was great, new students had a great time and all enjoyed 

the chance to teach gardening to the public.  Thanks to everyone who made it a great 

success. 

 

 



                           

          

       



 

Gardening Activities for April 

(Submitted by Fran Saliger)  

Itôs time to plant warm season vegetables such as cucumber, muskmelons/cantaloupe, squash, 

Swiss chard and green beans.  Get those tomato transplants in the ground or they will not produce 

much as the temperatures get too hot to set fruit. 

Try planting Tatume squash this year.  They produce small fruit, the size of baseballs, for using as 

you would a zucchini squash.  As they grow larger, they become like a winter squash, turn orange like 

pumpkins and cook like a winter squash.  They tolerate the hot summer really well but need lots of 

room to grow.  If you want some seeds, contact Fran Saliger. 

Try growing the vining crops like cucumbers and cantaloupe on a trellis.  This saves space and allows 

the cucumbers to grow straighter as they dangle on the trellis.  Cattle panels work great for a trellis.  

For the cantaloupe, slip the fruit into sections of pantyhose for support tied to the trellis. 

Fertilize tomato, pepper and eggplant transplants weekly with a soluble fertilizer for a few weeks after 

planting.  Once the first fruits set, side dress the plants with a turf type fertilizer, spreading 2-3 

tablespoons evenly in a 1-foot diameter circle around each plant.  Scratch into the soil and water it in 

well.  Repeat in three weeks. 

Fertilize corn when it is about knee high.  Use a turf type fertilizer at a rate of 1 cup per 10-15 foot 

row.  Scratch it in and water well.  Repeat in two weeks.  When the corn is waist high, mound up the 

soil to anchor the corn stalk in place so that the wind and rain donôt knock it down. 

Itôs time to start planting heat-loving vegetables such as okra, southern peas and watermelons.  Try 

some new varieties of okra such as Lee, Cajun Delight, Jade and longtime favorite Clemson 

Spineless. 

As warmer weather sneaks in, the cool weather annuals are going to slow down.  Be ready to pull 

them up as they look spent, rework the bed with compost, and plant some warm season annuals.  

Zinnias would be a great selection to try from transplants or start from seeds.  Donôt forget to fertilize 

them with a turf like fertilizer.  Try some vines such as morning glory, black-eyed susan vine, and 

hyacinth bean. 

Finish planting perennials this month so that they can get established before the heat sets in.  

Consider plantings of perennials that bloom later in the summer and fall. 

Be on the lookout for caterpillars and aphids on your plants.  Use Bt for the caterpillars on your 

vegetables but leave the ones that become beautiful butterflies.  Plant a sacrificial plant for the 

monarchs and swallowtails such as parsley and dill.  A blast of water or insecticidal soap is effective 

on aphids but may need to be repeated.  Just remember that the insects need to eat also.  Donôt kill 

off the pollinators. 

Roses that bloom only in the spring can be pruned after their blooms fade away.  The same is true of 

other spring-only blooming plants like redbuds, flowering quince, spirea and most azaleas. 



Maintain a layer of 2-4ò of mulch around woody ornamentals to deter weeds and gradually 

decompose over time to build the soil.  Newly transplanted trees and shrubs are especially helped by 

mulching to keep out the weeds. This also prevents them from being damaged by weed-eaters and 

lawnmowers.   

Donôt forget to fertilize your trees and shrubs.  Repeat every 4-6 weeks until August. 

Once your lawn has grown enough to be mowed twice, it is time to fertilize.  This means that April is 

the time for our area.  The goal is to apply about a pound of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet of lawn.  

The simplest way to know how much fertilizer to apply is to divide the first number on the bag into 

100.  So for example, a 21-7-14 fertilizer would be applied at a rate of about 5 pounds per 1,000 

square feet.  A soil test will tell you what kind of fertilizer to use.  In the absence of a soil test, choose 

a fertilizer with a ration of nutrients similar to 3-2-1 or 4-1-2.  If your lawn has plenty of phosphorus 

and potassium, use only nitrogen to support good growth. 

Once all these chores are complete, take time for a trip on country roads or a roadtrip to the Lady Bird 

Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, TX.  April is the best time to see all those wildflowers in bloom. 

 

 

MG Class Students Learn About Rain Water Harvesting 

(Submitted by Carolyn Parratt) 

The GMG students listened intently to Bryan Davis, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Agent, as he 
explained the importance of rainwater harvesting. According to Bryan, native tall grasses like Big and 
Little Bluestem, Yellow Indian grass, Switchgrass and Sideoats Gamma aid in the absorption of 
rainwater into the ground through their deeper root systems. Examples of manmade water control 
methods such as gabions (circular wire cages filled with rock), berms, rock walls, rock landscaping 
and rain barrels assist in diverting water flow toward ponds or gardens and away from roadways. 
 
Bryan discussed and showed diagrams of dry line (overhead) versus wet line (underground) 
collection systems.  He explained the design of 
each system and how to decide which would best 
fit your needs. The PACE building has a dry line 
system with a first flush diverter to catch debris 
(Figure 1).  
 
 
Bryan asked when was the last time the clean out 
had been flushed?  Dwight Sexton, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Agent, said probably over a 
month ago. Bryan demonstrated opening the plug 
to release sediment and water (Figure 2).  
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Bryan and Dwight explained the rain barrel set up (Figures 3 & 4).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rain barrels were constructed for each student to take 
home (Figures 5 & 6). 
 
 
The advantage of blue or black barrels over clear or white 
ones is that there is no algae buildup in the barrel.  This 
reduces contamination in the water and plugging up the 
faucet outlet.  With the installation of a properly working rain 
harvesting system, dependence on our precious 
underground water supply is reduced.   
 
 

Figure 2 Figure 3 

Figure 4 Figure 5 

Figure 6 


