
                                    
As the Garden Grows 

A Publication of the Gonzales Master Gardeners 

Gonzales, Texas August 2017 Volume 7, Issue 7 

 

Master Gardener Training Class  Starting Soon!  

There is still plenty of time to join Class #8 for the 
Gonzales Master Gardener training class set to begin on 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017.  Deadline is August 29, 
2018. We will take new students up until the second class 
but your manual for the course will just be a little late. So 
donôt delay any longer. The class will run through May of 
2018 with sessions being held about every other week at 
the PACE building located at 623 N. Fair Street, adjacent 
to Gonzales Elementary.  Several field trips are planned 
during the year and a lot of subject material will be 
presented.   

There will be a Meet and Greet Baked Potato Lunch on Friday, August 25, 2017 from 11:45 am until 
1:00 pm at PACE.  Please RSVP to Fran Saliger, fsaliger@gvec.net by August 18.  This will be a 
great opportunity for you to visit with other MGôs and learn about our organization. 

Applications may be picked up at the Gonzales County Extension Office, 1709 E. Sarah Dewitt Drive, 
Gonzales County Extension Service website ï http://gonzales.agrilife.org, and the Gonzales Master 
Gardener website ï www.gonzalesmastergardeners.org.  You may also contact the County Extension 
office direct at 830-672-8531, or call Robbie Cole at 281-734-1391. 

 

 

 

mailto:fsaliger@gvec.net
http://gonzales.agrilife.org/
http://www.gonzalesmastergardeners.org/


Gardening Activities for August 

(Submitted by Fran Saliger) 

Itôs time to start planting warm-season vegetables for fall.  This includes cucumbers, summer squash, 

and green beans for harvesting in late September and October. 

Plant a fall potato crop in late August to early September.  Start from seed potatoes that have been 

dusted with sulfur and allowed to cure for a few days or plant small whole potatoes left from the 

Spring crop.  This will help them from rotting in the ground. 

Start seeds of the cole crops like broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, Brussel sprouts, kale, collards, and 

kohlrabi.  Plant in late September or early October.  Set the seeded flats in an area with bright 

dappled shade until the seeds are up and growing.  Keep the seeds moist to aid the germination 

process.  Alternatively, start the seeds indoors and then move them outside as soon as they sprout. 

Shear back the herbs in late summer by a third and give them a light sprinkling of fertilizer and water 

in well.  Start new plants from the cuttings to share with others.  Remove the bottom leaves and dip 

the cut end in rooting hormone.  Place in a moist potting mix in a container and place a plastic bag 

over the container to hold in the moisture.  Keep in a bright location but out of direct sun until you see 

new growth.   

Continue to mulch with a 3-inch layer of mulch around flowering plants to conserve water moisture 

and deter weeds.  Pull any plants that are not doing well in the heat.  Continue to remove spent 

blooms to promote more flowers. 

Annuals for fall color include marigolds, celosia, and zinnias in 4-inch pots.  Look for copper plants, 

purple fountaingrass, and firebush. 

Be on the lookout for fall perennials such as chrysanthemums, fall asters, Mexican bush sage, and 

Mexican mint marigold. 

Plant cool-season seeds of snapdragons, dianthus, alyssum, and calendula.  Once the seeds are up, 

move them to a brighter area underneath a shade tree.  Fertilize lightly to promote good growth.  

They should be ready to set in the flowerbed in 6-8 weeks. 

Roses are getting ready for their fall bloom time.  Cut the plants back by a third, fertilize, and water 

them for a flush of new growth for the ball blooms that will form.  Continue to watch for signs of foliage 

diseases and treat accordingly. 

The best time to plant trees, shrubs, and vines is in the fall.  Decide on what you want in the 

landscape and choose plants that do well in the area.  Prepare the soil now, had some compost and 

remove the weeds. 

Apply adequate moisture to fruit trees that bear in late summer and fall.  These would include citrus, 

persimmons, and some grapes.  Apply one inch of irrigation per week in the absence of ½ inch of 

rainwater to keep them adequately hydrated and to maintain good fruit development.  Keep grass 

away from the area beneath the branch spread and mulch to 3 inches to help maintain moisture for 

the tree. 



Pecans need good soil moisture to ensure well-filled kernels.  Apply one inch of water per week in the 

absence of rainfall. 

Water lawn grasses deeply and infrequently.  Keep your lawn mower blades sharp and check 

irrigation sprinklers for proper working conditions.  

 

 

Cleaning up the Childrenôs Garden Jungle 

(Submitted by Arline Schacheral) 

After three months of inactivity at the Childrenôs Garden, it was time to tackle the jungle monstrosity 
that had grown during the summer.  Arline began the process early in the morning on August 1 by 
removing many of the large weeds and dead plants.  Johnson grass had even begun to grow near 
one of the beds and was attempting to spread.  Runners were removed but the remaining clump will 
need a dose of Roundup to finish it off. 

The process continued on Friday morning, August 4, at 7:30 a.m.  Dee, Fran, Shirley, and Arline 
tackled the beds overgrown with grass and weeds.  Five large garbage bags were filled with the grass 
and weeds to contain the seed heads.  String grids and drip irrigation lines were removed in those 
beds that had no more vegetation.  Several spots were treated with ant bait. 

Another morning of weed and grass removal was attempted on Monday, August 7, beginning at 7:30 
a.m.  Fran, Shirley, and Arline worked for about 45 minutes before the heavy clouds let go with 
welcomed rain.  So another day of working at the Childrenôs Garden will be scheduled soon.  On the 
to-do list are applying Roundup to Bermuda grass and Johnson grass.  Several large sunflower plants 
are guarding the east end of the garden.  Now that there has been a soaking rain, those can hopefully 
be pulled out more easily. 

A monthly maintenance workday schedule is being planned to keep the garden beds and pathways 
looking their best.  Thanks to all the volunteers who have taken time to get the garden in shape for 
the fall. 

    
GISD School Programs 

 

Once again, the GMG will be working with the children in the 

first-fourth grades at Gonzales Independent School District 

this coming school year.  It is a great opportunity for us to 

teach our children where their food comes from and how to 

grow it and conservation of our natural resources through our 

Black Walnut Restoration program.   

 

Our program leader for the first graders is Arline Schacheral.  

Along with a team of MGôs, the children will learn about 

seeds and plant a vegetable garden at the Childrenôs Garden 

located at the corner of St. Louis and Moore street next to the 



Eggelston House.  This program begins in January 2018.  There will be a Meet the 1st grade teacherôs 

event scheduled for Wednesday, November 29 from 3:30-4:00 pm 

 

Our Second grade program is 

led by Dee Sengelmann and 

her team of MGs.  They will 

have four sessions throughout 

the year in the classroom at 

PACE to learn the parts of the 

plant.  The children really get 

excited about hands on 

experiences with plants and 

using some new technology 

gadgets in their exploration of 

plants.  A Meet with the 2nd 

grade teacherôs event will be 

held on Tuesday, September 

12 from 3:30-4:00 pm.   

 

 

 

Donna Bell leads the third/fourth grade program 

where the students learn about conservation and 

the  restoration of the Black Walnut tree.  The 

students will be planting around 240 black walnut 

tree seeds in late November and watch their 

progress throughout the year.  The fourth grade 

students, at least some of them, will help 

distribute the growing trees that they planted in 

the fall of 2016 as third graders to land owners in 

the county in October.  There will be Meet the 

teacherôs event scheduled for Wednesday, 

October 18 from 3:45-4:15 pm. 

 

Master Gardeners, mark your calendars for 

opportunities to work on any of these programs.  

As always, it takes all of us to make these 

programs a success. 

 

 See the following schedule: 

 

 

 

 



 

2017 ς 2018 GISD Project Schedule 

Planned Date/Alternate Date 

Session First Grade 
East Avenue Primary 

Second Grade 
East Avenue Primary 

Third & Fourth Grades 
Gonzales Elementary 

#1 Classroomð 
East Avenue 

Introduction to Seeds 
January 11 (Th)/ 
January 12 (F) 

PACE 
 

September 21 (Th)/ 
September 28 (Th)* 

PACE 
Planting Black Walnutsð3rd 

grade 
November 29 (W)/ 
December 6 (W) 

#2 Classroomð 
East Avenue 

Seed 
Exploration/Experiment 

January 25 (Th)/ 
January 26 (F) 

PACE 
 

November 9 (Th)/ 
 November (30 (Th)* 

PACE 
Fourth GradeðSix students 

selected by  
teachers to help with Walnut 

tree distribution 
Possibly during week of 

October 23-27 or 
October 30-November 3 

#3 Childrenôs Garden 
Planting Seedsðnoon 

February 22 (Th)/ 
February 23 (F) 

PACE 
 

March 8 (Th)/ 
March 9 (F) 

Fourth GradeðPicnic in 
Park/Plant Walnut Trees 
Possibly during week of 

November 14-17 

#4 Childrenôs Garden 
Visiting/Early Harvest 

perhaps 
March 27 (Tu)/ 
March 29 (Th) 

PACE 
 

April 19 (Th)/ 
April 20 (F) 

 
------------------------------------ 

#5 Childrenôs Garden 
Harvesting Produce 

May 3* (Th)/ 
May 4 (F) 

 
------------------------------------ 

 
------------------------------------ 

 *GMG Noon Lunch 
meeting to begin earlier 

*GMG Board Meetingðmay 
need  

to reschedule 

 

 

Above schedule prepared with school administrators on July 27, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fall Tree Sale - Save the Date!  

Lunch & Learn Seminars  

 

    Peaches      Blackberries     Blueberries  

       

 
The GMG will be holding a Fall Tree Sale on Saturday, November 11, 2018.  Fall is the best time to 

plant trees, especially fruit trees (citrus trees are planted in the spring).  By planting in the fall, the 

trees will  develop a great root system during the winter months.  This gives them a head start in the 

spring and will be growing strong before the hot weather of the summer months set in.  We will be 

offering peaches, plums, figs, blackberries and blueberries to name a few that are known to do well in 

Gonzales County.  Contact Donna Bell for more information. 

 

In anticipation of the questions you may have about growing fruit trees, there will be two Lunch and 

Learn Seminars to help you understand how to grow these trees and berries.  They will be presented 

by Gail Johnson, Fruit/Nut MG specialist, on Thursday, October 12 and Thursday, October 26 

starting at noon.  These events will be held at PACE, 623 N. Fair Street, Gonzales, TX. 

 

 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

 

 



Ecosystem/Environmental Horticulture 

(Submitted by Carolyn Parratt) 

At a recent MG class, Dr. Barron Rector TAMU AgriLIfe Extension Specialist gave a 

presentation/demonstration of how our ecosystem works with our environment. 

As the heat of summer and the drier months continue itôs important to understand our Texas 

ecosystem.  Texas has three native plants which include the Pecan tree, prickly pear cactus and 

bluebonnets. There are 560 native grasses and introduced grasses that are wind pollinated and aid in 

holding water in the soil. Itôs important to remember that all plants need carbon dioxide, sunlight, 

nutrients, growing space and water to grow and survive. 

Watersheds function by capturing, storing and releasing water.  Trees, grasses and other vegetation 

are part of a watershed area.  However, manmade roof tops and parking lots shed water thereby 

necessitating the construction of containment ponds to decrease runoff.  No Texas river has ever 

gone dry due to the flood plains that hold water.  As water levels drop, water is released from the 

flood plains. 

Three demonstrations were performed to show the effectiveness of vegetation holding and filtering 

water during a rain event.  The Rainfall Simulator test consisted of four containers set up with 

different plant matter varying from tall grasses (far left container) to a cactus in bare soil (far right 

container).  Rain was simulated by pouring water into four other containers with holes in the bottom 

(above plant containers).  As seen in Fig #1 and Fig #2 it was clear that the bare soil did not hold the 

water or rain and the runoff rate was the highest as shown by the level of water in the far lower right 

small jar. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Figure #1                                                                                      



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure #2 

 

 

The Water Droplet Impact test 

demonstrated by a simulated 

rain event how water droplets 

and soil particles in a bare soil 

area (Fig #3) were displaced by 

splashing onto a poster board 

resulting in an eroded area.  By 

comparison, the grassy area 

(Fig #4) captured and absorbed 

the rain droplets thus limiting 

soil erosion.   

 

 

Figure #3                                                                                               

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Figure #4 

The third demonstration showed the rate of absorption of rain water in different soil textures through 

the Water Infiltration test.  Water that approximated one inch of rain was poured at the same time into 

each pipe.  The results were then noted.  Figure #5 shows loose rocky soil draining first.  Figure #6 

shows grasses draining second.  Figure #7 shows bare compacted soil holding water. 
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     Figure #7 


