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Gardening Activities for October
(Submitted by Fran Saliger)

Hopefully, we will be getting some cooler temperatures this month and a lot less humidity. It sure
makes it more pleasant to work outside in the garden and landscape.
With that in mind, there is still a little time to plant some cool season vegetables this month. Finish
planting the cool season cole crops like broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower from transplants so they
have time to develop and mature by the first freeze. Lettuce and spinach seed can still be planted.
Remember that lettuce seed is barely covered with soil because they need light to germinate. Plant
seeds of root crops like radish, carrot, beets, and turnips now. Thin seedlings to a spacing equal to
the mature width of the roots so that they develop properly. Mulch these plants when they are up out
of the ground to reduce the weeds from taking over.
Don’t forget to fertilize about every four weeks. Use about 1/3 to ½ cup of fertilizer per 25 square
feet. Double this amount if using organic fertilizers since they are lower in nutrients. On the other
hand don’t use too much nitrogen on your root crops or you will end up with vigorous top grow and
poor root development.
Fall is a great time to plant perennial herbs so that they have time to develop good roots for a
healthier plant in the spring.
Control caterpillars like the cabbage looper with a treatment of Bt (an organic control). They can
devour your cole crops overnight. Another way to control them is to pick them off the plant once they
arrive. Attack aphids with a blast of insecticidal soap.
Fall is a great time to plant those wildflower seeds. Loosen the soil surface, scatter the seeds, and
water well to bring the seed into good contact with the soil. Bluebonnet seeds should be lightly

covered with soil before watering. They can also be planted in 4” pots and allowed to grow before
transplanting into a flower bed in late fall or at the end of winter.
It’s also a great time to plant larkspur, poppies and sweet peas. They will be established for that
spring growth spurt. Just a note of caution: Last year I had a great stand of sweet peas in a large
whisky barrel but the hard freeze we had killed them all. I think I will protect them with frost cover this
year if we have a hard freeze.
Cool season transplants of stocks, snapdragons, asylum, dianthus, dusty miller, ornamental kale and
cabbages can be planted now. Wait for some cooler temperatures to plant pansies. After planting
these cool season plants, water well with a diluted fertilizer application.
It’s a great time to plant those spring blooming bulbs, corms and rhizomes. Purchase them from
reputable nurseries.
If you’re looking for fall color from trees, there are a few available for our area. Some Crape Myrtles
will have leaf colors of yellow to orange/red colors. Some red oaks and white oaks will change color
in the fall if we get a few cool crisp nights before the first freeze.
Persimmons and several types of citrus are entering their harvest season. Oranges are ripe enough
for harvest before they turn completely orange. Sample a few for quality before you harvest all of
them. They will lose quality if left on the tree too long.
Persimmons come in two types: astringent and non-astringent. The astringent types need a freeze or
two to break down the astringency and make them palatable. Non-astringent types can be harvested
once they are fully orange. If left on the tree longer they will soften a bit.
Pick up pecans once they have fallen to the ground to maintain quality. They can be shelled and
frozen for long term storage.
Mid to late October is a good time to fertilize your lawn. If you are treating your lawn for brown patch,
it is time to apply a second treatment later this month. Proper watering and fertilizing can go a long
way to prevent diseases in the lawn. Cool fronts and too much water can make conditions just right
for lawn diseases. Brown patch will not kill the grass but just rots the leaves off the runners. It will
come back next spring. Rake fallen leaves off the turf to allow sunlight to reach the grass. The
leaves will be great in the compost pile.

Annual Dues and Recertification for GMG
It is once again time to pay your Annual Dues of $20.00. Bring them to the November or December
Meeting as the deadline is December 31, 2017. According to GMG guidelines (soon to be online at
www.gonzalesmastergardeners.org), “Recertification as a Gonzales Master Gardener (GMG) is done
annually and is based on hours submitted and dues paid for the current year with recertification then
occurring in January of the following year. In other words, members will complete all required
volunteer and continuing education hours and pay their dues by January 1 of each year.” GMG are

required to complete 20 hours of volunteer hours and 6 hours of Continuing Education each calendar
year. So get your hours up to date and turn them in to Fran by December 31.
New students do not need to pay dues until after they are certified. Interns do not pay dues until they
finish the requirements for certification (50 hours of class training and 50 hours of volunteer hours).
Associate Membership is offered to members who for specific reasons are unable to meet the
necessary requirements for certification or recertification and who are committed to staying with the
GMG program. A Certified Master Gardener in good standing for two (2) years may make application
to the Executive Committee to move to Associate status due to personal reasons (i.e., health, family,
military service).

GMG Noon Lunch Meeting
The general meeting for GMG will be held on Thursday, November 2. David DeMent and Sandy
Llewellyn will be hosting our lunch. All MGs, interns and new students are welcome. We will have a
short business meeting followed by door prize give away and discussion about horticulture. Bring a
door prize and any questions for discussion! We will need hosts for the 2018 year. You will be
reimbursed for up to $60.00 for the lunch. Just turn in your receipts to our Treasurer, Nick
Wentworth, using the Reimbursement Form. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board at PACE.

Landscape Maintenance Around PACE
Keeping the grounds around the PACE building is needed on a monthly basis. Please see the signup sheet on the bulletin board at PACE. The following guidelines are part of the revised GMG
guideline that will soon be online on our website. Please take the time to read them and do your part
to keep our building looking great.
The small shrub/tree (Texas Flowering Senna) behind the MG sign is in need of some assistance. It
needs to be cut back and up-righted since it blew over during Hurricane Harvey in late August. It is
an amazingly tough tree for what it has gone through. Please contact Fran if you can help save this
shrub.

Guidelines for Landscape Maintenance at PACE
Monthly maintenance of the landscape area around the GMG PACE building should include the
following:
1. No mowing is required. An outside contractor does the mowing.

2. Pull weeds from the rock beds around the building.
3. Pull weeds from the flowerbeds and trim plants as necessary. Try to keep the vegetation clear of
the building and sign.
4. Pick up trash on the grounds around the building and along the fence line.
5. Place any recycled pots/containers left around the building in the Greenhouse.
6. Report any maintenance issues like plumbing/irrigation leaks, broken windows, etc. to a member
of the Executive Committee.

Weeding the Children’s Garden
(Submitted by Arline Schacherl)

Since the August clean-up of the Children’s Garden, Hurricane Harvey visited and dumped lots of rain
followed by several more rainy spells. Weeds just love moisture and grow by leaps and bounds when
no one is looking! On Wednesday, October 4, seven volunteers answered the email request for
workers to help with weeding the overgrown raised beds. Beginning at 9 a.m. the worker bees stayed
busy for two and one-half hours pulling weeds and grass from the beds and walkways. Colorful
zinnias were not disturbed and continue to grace several of the walkways in the garden as well as
some of the raised beds. Thanks to MG volunteers Jennifer, Shirley, Jacky, Fran, Robbie, and Arline
who along with MG Student Dwaine Siptak made the garden presentable in time for Come And Take
It!
In order to keep weeds and Bermuda grass at a minimum at the Children’s Garden, monthly
maintenance workdays are being scheduled. Wednesday workdays remaining in 2017 include
November 8 and December 6. Email notices will remind you of what the gardening tasks will
include. Thanks for your support of this project to help first graders learn about seeds and planting
them.

Save the Date

Gonzales Master Gardeners
8th Annual Spring Plant
Sale
Where:

Texas Heroes Square

When:

Saturday, March 24, 2018

Time:

8:30 am – 1:00 pm

What are you growing for the 2018 Plant Sale?

Prize will be one plant from wholesale vendor up to a value of $20.00
Contest Rules:
1. Grow 50 one-gallon plants.
2. Plants can be perennials, natives, annuals, tropical/patio plants, or 1- gallon vegetables/herbs -any
combination.
3. You are encouraged to grow 10 one-gallon plants of each variety (start with 15 and hope that 10
live to be healthy plants for the sale.
4. Grow three flats ( 18 - 4-inch pots/flat) vegetables or herbs

5. If you bring them to the Greenhouse, you must be willing to work in the greenhouse to monitor
plants for water and insect/disease.
6. VERY-IMPORTANT-Let your Grow Team Leaders know what you intend to grow so we do not
end up with too many plants of one variety.
7. Entry Form must be turned in by March 1 (before wholesale plant selection is made)
NAME: ________________________________________________________ DATE: ______________________
NAME OF PLANT

HOW MANY

TOTAL

Entry forms are available at PACE

Grow Teams
(Submitted by Fran Saliger)

Work with one or more of the Grow Team Leaders to find out when to start propagating plants for the
sale.
Herbs
Houseplants, Annuals, Tropicals
Perennial/Natives
Vegetables
Trees
Succulents/Cacti

Dee Sengelmann
Shirley Frazier
Fran Saliger
Sandy Llewellyn
Donna Bell
Sandy Starkey

Pots and soil are available in the Greenhouse for the plant sale. Let Fran know if you need any other
supplies. The Miracle Gro soil is primarily for herbs and vegetables. The Sun Gro Professional MixMetro Mix 852 is great for everything else. There is also bulk fertilizer available. Once again, try to
grow your plants in 4’ square pots or one gallon pots (keeps pricing easy).
Gail Johnson, Fran and Shirley are working on getting a drip irrigation system ready for the
Greenhouse and the Walnut Trees for the third grade program. We hope to have this up by the end of
November. Let us know if you can help with the installation. It would be greatly appreciated. As you
bring your plants into the Greenhouse, please make sure they are disease free and properly identified
(name of plant and date started). A schedule will be set up soon for monitoring the plants in the GH.

Perennial/Natives, Houseplants, Annuals, Tropicals Grow Teams
We will have workday on Thursday, October 19 starting at 9:00 am to start propagating plants. Do
you have something that has done well in our area year after year? These are some of the plants we
are looking for. Bring your cuttings to prepare for the Propagation Tent. Cut them the day before or
early in the morning and place in containers of water so that they don’t dry out. Some of these plants
take a good 3-5 months to get established for the plant sale. Division of plants is another great way
to make more plants. Bring them in to get the help you need. Does anybody have any Bulvine or
Artemisia? You can also bring your potted transplants to the GH if you volunteer to help monitor the
plants. A schedule will be set up. Contact Shirley or Fran if you have any questions.

Plant of the Month
(Submitted by Brenda Thompson)

FALL BLOOMING MUMS
We all enjoy the colorful mums in the fall.
They replace the summer flowers that
have finished blooming and bring
prospects of cooler weather. Many do not
realize they are an easy perennial to grow
that comes back every year. There are a
few guidelines to help us have better
plants and flowers.
First, when buying mums, select tight,
almost totally closed buds that are showing
only a tiny bit of color so that your selection
is assured. Try to find plants of uniform
size if you intend to use several in one bed
to keep display uniform. As with most flowering plants, give them adequate fertilizer and water. Mums
will continue to bloom after a light frost but the foliage and the flowers will begin to show some
browning around the edges. After the mums have finished blooming and the foliage turns brown, it’s
best to cut dead stems to the ground in late winter and let new leaves sprout from underground roots.
As they begin to grow next season, it is advisable to keep the tips pruned back so that they will not
bloom again in the spring. A spring bloom is not advisable if you wish to achieve the best flowering
fall mums. If left to grow, they will have long, floppy stems with small, sparse flowers. In mid-spring,
prune again, cutting away any new flower buds and leave only about 8 inches of new growth. In midsummer some additional pinching of soft tips can be done to insure uniform growth. Do not prune
again after the end of July as they will be setting buds for the fall. To have bigger blooms in the fall,
some the buds can be removed. You will have fewer but larger flowers.
The mums will reward you with an amazing display.
Pat Massad, former Smith County Master Gardener
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

Area Events
Conroe: Fall Plant Sale, Saturday, October 14. Presentation 8:00 a.m., sale 9:00 a.m. until noon.
Come get your plants! Don't forget your wagon. Montgomery County Master Gardeners, 9020 Airport
Road, Conroe. For more information, call 936-539-7824 or visit www.mcmga.com.
Tyler: From Bulbs to Blooms - Fall Conference and Sale will be held October 14. Greg Grant, Texas
Gardener contributing editor, and Smith County Horticulture Agent and Bulb Expert, will be the
featured speaker on Hard to Find Bulbs and Bulbs good for the South. Along with bulbs, trees and
shrubs will be available. Registration, 8:30 a.m.; Program, 9:00 a.m.; Sale, 11:30 a.m. Harvey Hall,
2000 W Front St., Tyler. Free and open to the public. For additional information, visit
https://txmg.org/smith/coming-events/ or call 903-590-2980.

San Antonio: Garden Conservancy Open Days Tour, Saturday, October 14, 9am – 4pm at various
Locations. $36 for a day pass to all six gardens; $7 for single garden tickets. Since 1995, Open Days
has welcomed more than one million visitors into thousands of inspired private landscapes – from
urban rooftops to organic farms, historic estates to innovative suburban lots – in forty-one states.
Gardens were selected for design and features with minimal lawn, placing focus on native and
adapted plants. Among the garden styles scheduled to be on tour are: • a contemporary gravel
garden in NW San Antonio designated as a SAWS Watersaver landscape that is lush and inviting, •
another SAWS Watersaver Landscape on a suburban lot with oak trees in Deerfield, • a colorful
artistic garden in historic Monte Vista, • a large European style garden in Hill Country Village, • a
small native plant cottage garden, and • an eclectic new garden in Terrell Hills, reflective of San
Antonio and the owners’ travels. For more information, a list of gardens on the tour, maps to the
gardens, and to purchase tickets, visit https://gardeningvolunteers.org/yard-tours/.
San Antonio: Alamo Orchid Society Show and Sale: "For the Love of Orchids" Saturday, October
14, 10am – 5pm. San Antonio Garden Center, 3310 N. New Braunfels Ave., San Antonio, TX 78209.
For more information contact Carole Gage at carolegage503@gmail.com or visit the website at
http://www.alamoorchidsociety.org/view/home
Tomball: Jeremy Kollaus, Swiss Alp Growers, will present "Leafy, Luscious and Lots to Harvest," at
10:00 a.m., Thursday, October 19. The Arbor Gate, 15635 FM 2920, Tomball. For more information,
call 281-351-8851, email info@arborgate.com, or visit www.arborgate.com.
Austin: Fall Native Plant Sale: Public Day, Saturday, October 21, 9am – 5pm, Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center, 4801 La Crosse Avenue, Austin, TX, 78739. Admission fees: $10, Adults; $8,
Seniors (65+); $8, Non-UT Students (with college ID); $4, Youth (Ages 5 – 17); FREE, Children 4
years and under. Our Fall Plant Sale will feature hundreds of species of Texas natives, including
seeds, annual wildflowers, grasses, perennials, wetland plants, shrubs and trees. Not only are they
beautiful, but native plants help conserve water, reduce mowing costs, provide habitat for birds,
butterflies and other wildlife, protect the soil, and save money on fertilizer and pesticides. Autumn is a
great time to plant as the temperatures and rain begin to fall. Plant Sale Friday, Oct. 20, 9 a.m. – 5
p.m. = Members only with free admission
San Antonio: 26th Annual San Antonio Herb Market -- Coriander/Cilantro, Saturday, October 21,
9am – 3pm, The Historic Pearl Brewery, 300 Pearl Parkway, San Antonio, TX . Free public event. For
more information, visit https://www.sanantonioherbmarket.org/2017-herb-market.html or contact the
San Antonio Herb Market Association at 866-923-2226 or at saherbmarket@gmail.com. Attendees
will enjoy seminars, herb-related specialty vendors, herb plants for fall gardening, handcrafted gifts,
and cooking demonstrations featuring local celebrity chefs who will create recipes highlighting the
Herb of the Year as well as other herbal fare
San Antonio: San Antonio Botanical Garden GRAND OPENING! Sunday, October 22, 9am –
5pm, San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, San Antonio, TX 78209. Admission Fee:
$12-9; Free for SABOT Members. For more information, visit www.sabot.org or call 210.536.1400.
Purchase tickets online at https://22076.blackbaudhosting.com/22076/Grand-Opening--October-22
The San Antonio Botanical Garden, with great excitement, unveils the city’s new garden adventure,
bringing more unique opportunities for all generations to engage with nature. The Garden has grown!
Join us for a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 9:30 AM celebrating the grand opening of the new 8-acre
expansion. Be the first to explore the Culinary Garden, outdoor CHEF Teaching Kitchen, and the
Family Adventure Garden. Connect with nature and discover the value of plants, water, freshly grown
food, and the outdoors. Enjoy hands-on activities, culinary demos, performances, food trucks, lawn
games and plant giveaways (while supplies last).

Tomball: Cynthia Graham, RN, BSN, will present "Teas, Tinctures and Toddies," at 10:00 a.m.,
Saturday, October 28. The Arbor Gate, 15635 FM 2920, Tomball. For more information, call 281351-8851, email info@arborgate.com, or visit www.arborgate.com.
San Antonio: Natural Garden Design - Urban Landscapes, Saturday, October 28, 10am – 12pm,
Eco Centro, 1802 North Main Avenue, San Antonio, TX 78212. 2 CEUs. CEU Code: 002. Free and
open to the public. Topic: Natural Garden Design - Urban Landscapes Learn about useful design
tools and elements and how to create a space for beauty in our challenging climate in this interactive
workshop. Topics will include: improving soil quality and health; recognizing your yard's sun patterns;
plant selection focusing on drought tolerant native plants; and creating diversity for humans and other
critters. Speaker: Michelle Gorham, owner of Wallflower Farm and Garden Michelle draws on 25
years of knowledge and experience in residential landscape design and has a passion for connecting
people with nature
Tomball: Angela Chandler, The Garden Academy, and Matt & Kelly Brantley, BZ Honey, will present
"Bee Forum," at 11:00 a.m., Sunday, October 29. The Arbor Gate, 15635 FM 2920, Tomball. For
more information, call 281-351-8851, email info@arborgate.com, or visit www.arborgate.com.
Brenham: The Antique Rose Emporium 30th Annual Fall Festival of Roses
November 3-5, 2017. http://www.aregardens.com/ . 10000 FM 50 Brenham, Texas 77833, 979-8365548
New Braunfels: Save the Date- Comal MG 7th Annual Spring Gardening Seminar “Secrets in the
Garden-Native plants and Their Pollinators”. Friday, March 9, 2018.
http://txmg.org/comal/events/seminar

Check out www.txmg.org for events around the state
New Braunfels area: http://txmg.org/comal/events
Austin Area: http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/travis/
San Antonio, Texas- http://www.bexarcountymastergardeners.org

DATES TO REMEMBER: (Check elsewhere in newsletter for details)
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623 N. Fair Street (Plantatarium: A Center for Exploration-aka PACE)
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Children’s Garden: Corner of Moore and St. Louis St.-next to Eggleston House

Editors:

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office
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Charlotte Knox
lotteknox@aol.com
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